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Abstract

The new Flora of Peninsular Malaysia Project began in mid-2005 and will revise the estimated 8,500 species of vascular plants in two series. Series 1 deals with the ferns and lycophytes and Series 2 includes the seed plants (gymnosperms and flowering plants). The first volume of Flora Series 1 Ferns & Lycophytes, includes original revisions of 100 species in 21 genera and 9 families. The first and second  volumes of Flora Series 2 Seed Plants consist of revisions of 193 species in 70 genera and 27 families. Both series were published in 2010 and 2011 which provide keys for identification of all families and an overview of the families recognised in Peninsular Malaysia in the light of modern molecular studies. The third volume of Series 2 with 12 families and 133 species is ready for publication. Manuscripts for 39 families and 698 species are ready for editing and a further 51 families and 825 species are promised by 21 taxonomists of both national and international herbaria. Besides publishing the Flora volumes, the project also includes training and workshops and botanical collecting in unexplored areas or areas of conservation importance as well as to focus on collecting specific plant families. This has led to the discovery of a significant number of new species and species newly recorded for Peninsular Malaysia. Botanical findings have been published in 65 articles in international peer-reviewed scientific journals as well as in local and online publications. An important component of the Flora is the training of 11 new generation of taxonomists including 1 Ph.D and 6 M.Sc.
